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There seems to be only a difference in degree between the behavior of a
two-year-old child who insists that he, and he alone, be permitted to use a
particular spoon and the adult who jealously guards Ms stocks and bonds.
The concept of property, developed in the stage of isolation, is not
only based upon an attachment to certain objects and is not only to
be explained by an acquisitive instinct, although both are influenc-
ing factors. Property becomes a symbol of power invested in the
personality and is used for the goal of differentiating the individual
from his environment. The concept of property is an important
step in the crystallization of the self. This need of gradually limit-
ing the personality from its fusion with the world appears, as we
shall discuss later (p. 209), in children's expressive behavior as
when, for instance, they surround their drawings by a circle, or build
a fence around their playground, or desire a screen or other enclo-
sures when sleeping.
A child isolating himself from a group might be compared with
an adult taking a walk alone to find himself. The adult, who pos-
sesses a suit, a toothbrush, and a watch, would not be called egocen-
tric if he refused to share these objects with somebody else. Simi-
larly, it need not be considered egocentric if a young child will not
let others play with a certain toy or if he keeps certain things ex-
clusively for himself.
The following playground observations demonstrate different
reactions toward "property" and the sudden change of dynamics in
the relationship of preschool children to each other (V.C.).
PERCY:  "Floyd, Curt has your train."
FLOYD (turns around, addresses Percy) : "You must always tell him
he can't have it when I'm playing with it. [Goes back to his
building, finishes road, takes train which Curt has abandoned,
and pushes it along road.] Let the train have the car . . . has
to pull the car. Has to carry it [putting small car on top of
train]. [Turns to Percy.] You can have it now, the car, You
have this car, yes?"
PERCY (takes the car, says to Curt): "Want me to go in the toy
shed and get you car?"
CURT: "Yes."   [Percy runs off.]
PERCY [comes back]: "Here's a car, Floyd." [Percy gives Curt a
car.]
CTJRX; "Nobody can have nay car . * . nobody can't have my car
'cause it's just for me and her . . . that girl [touching stu--
dent who is sitting on edge of sandbox behind him; although tip